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SUB J : KOREA: OPEN SEASON ON CORRUPTION 

SUMMARY: IN ITS EFFORTS TO GAIN INCREASED PUBLIC INTEREST 
AND SUPPORT, OPPOSITION NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY (NDP) APPEARS 
TO HAVE SCORED BEST WITH ATTACKS ON CORRUPTION IN CURRENT 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SESSION. IN APPARENT RECOGNITION OF 
PUBLIC INTEREST IN THIS ISSUE, REGIME AND RULING PARTIES 
HAVE ALSO TAKEN STRONG ANTI-CORRUPTION STANCE. 

1 . OF THE MANY TACTICS PURSUED BY THE NDP IN THE CURRENT 
SESSION OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TO RESTORE ITS PUBLIC 
IMAGE AS A GENUINE POLITICAL OPPOSITION AND EFFECTIVE 
CHAMPION OF THE PEOPLE'S INTERESTS, THE PARTY'S 
AGGRESSIVE EXPOSURE OF ALLEGED GOVENMENT CORRUPTION HAS 
BEEN MOST EFFECTIVE. THE RULING PARTIES EVIDENTLY 
PERCEIVED THE POPULARITY OF THE ISSUE AND THEY TOO 

HAVE FROM TIME TO TIME JOINED IN THE ATTACK ON IRREGU- 
LARITIES ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED BY THE BUREAUCRACY. PERHAPS 
TO PREVENT PERMITTING THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FROM PREEMPTING 
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THE ISSUE, PRESIDENT PAK HIMSELF ONCE AGAIN PUBLICLY 
UNDERLINE HIS DETERMINATION TO ROOT OUT CORRUPTION IN 
A STATEMENT TO A REGULAR CABINET SESSION ON OCTOBER 27. 

2. AMONG THE MANY CHARGES OF CORRUPTION FILED BY NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY MEMBERS, THOSE THAT ATTRACTED MORE THAN USUAL 
INTEREST INCLUDED: ALLEGATIONS AGAINST CHIEF JUSTICE 
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MIN POK-KI OF THE SUPREME COURT, IN A LAND SALE CASE 
DATING BACK TO 1958; AGAINST THE KOREA MARITIME AND 
PORT AUTHORITY (KMPA), FOR IMPROPRIETIES IN DREDGING 
PUSAN HARBOR; AGAINST CHONG SO-YONG, A FORMER MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRIES, FOR LEAKING TO A RELATIVE 
INFORMATION WHICH ALLOWED HIM TO PROFITEER FROM GOVERN- 
MENT PLANS; AGAINST KOREA ELECTRIC COMPANY (KECO), 

OVER FAULTY EQUIPMENT AT THE KORI NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS; 
AND AGAINST KOREA MARINE INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT CORPORA- 
TION (KMIDC) FOR IMPORTING FISHING BOATS AT INFLATED 
PRICES. AS OF MID-NOVEMBER, CHARGES HAD BEEN BROUGHT OR 
INVESTIGATION BEGUN IN THREE INSTANCES: THE MIN POK-KI, 

KMPA, AND KMIOC CASES. IN ADDITION, LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 
CHARGED THAT THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (MCI) 
HAD ACCEPTED BRIBES FROM THE PLASTIC INDUSTRY COOPERATIVE. 
AS A RESULT, SEVERAL OFFICIALS, INCLUDING TWO BUREAU 
DIRECTORS, HAVE RESIGNED. AT A REGULAR BLUE HOUSE 
CABINET MEETING OCTOBER 27, PRESIDENT PAK SAID HE 
SUPPORTED NEWSPAPERS’ BPULISHING THE NAMES OF CORRUPT 
OFFICIALS AND URGED HIS MINISTERS TO BE MORE RIGID IN 
ENFORCING DISCIPLINE WITHIN THEIR MINISTRIES. 

3. OVERALL, NDP LEGISLATORS SEEM TO FEEL THAT CORRUP- 
TION IS THE ISSUE ON WHICH THEY HAVE SCORED BEST WITH 
THE VOTERS. ASSEMBLYMAN HAN PYONG-CH'AE SAID THAT HE 
FEELS THE NDP'S ACTIVITY IN THIS AREA PROMOTED GREATER 
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AWARENESS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ITSELF AND ITS ROLE 
IN GOVERNMENT, AS WELL AS BOOSTING THE PARTY'S IMAGE. 

4. NDP ASSEMBLYMAN HAN, SAYING HE KNEW THAT PRESIDENT 
PAK WAS PERSONALLY INTERESTED IN EXPOSURE OF CORRUPTION, 
POINTED OUT THAT SUCH ACTIVITY PROVIDED PAK WITH ANOTHER 
CHANNEL FOR FINDING OUT WHAT IS REALLY GOING ON. A 

BLUE HOUSE REPORTER TOLD EMBOFF THAT REPORTERS THERE 
HAD ALSO HEARD OF PAK’S SUPPORT FOR EFFORTS AGAINST 
CORRUPTION, BUT THAT PRESIDENT HAD WARNED THAT ANY 
ACCUSORS HAD BETTER HAVE THEIR FACTS STRAIGHT. 

SNEIDER 
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